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TELEVISION

By JOHN HAY

Well-timedUFO
CANDIDATES for elec-

tion— beware!If you
justhappento seean Un-
identifiedFlying Object
whileyou'rewalkingthe
dog one night,it would
bestbe buriedin the sub-
consciousfor the sake of

the image.

Or so the campaigndirector,bustl-

ing, nastyBarneyKline(JohnGray)
hammers home to prospective candi-
date Eric Mitchell (Ron Haddrick) in
the ABC'sWednesday nightplay The
Man Who Saw It.

Topically well-timed,
the play gave

a rather cynical pictureof the image-

makers behind the candidate,with
scenes includingthe alcoholicpro-
fessional speech-writerWhit Morgan
(Ben Gabriel)who hawksthe can-
didate's reporting

of the UFO to the
presswith

unsettlingresultsfor all.
But — goodwillout,and honest

candidate Mitchell decidesto stick to
his "It was I who saw it" storyand
standas an

Independent

for the fic-
titiouselectorateof Mallory.
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Justas the climaxgripsthe audi-

ence,the UFO appears again;as all
concernedare gatheredat Mitchell's

house,the pointis drivenhomethat
Mitchell is sane and well balanced.

It
spoils

a playthatwas,up to that

point,also well
balanced.

Was the
messagethatscience fictionis a good
dealstrangerthanwhatgoeson be-
hind

political doors,or did the author

mislaythe lastpageof the
script?

HOW far can an
interviewer

probe
before his subject bursts out in a

torrentof
irrelevancies

or, rattled,

letssliphis cloakof
restraint?

RichardCroll'shard questioning

of the South AfricanAmbassador,

Mr Maree, on this week's Seven

Days,Channel7, wouldhave made
a lesserman callfor

diplomatic

im-
munity.All the Ambassadorreallyre-
vealedwas that the questions Croll
asked him would have been better

put to the SouthAfrican Minister
for

Justice.

Crollwas tryingto find out
whetherthe BBC film shown earlier

in the programme (reconstructing

Mrs
Ruth First's117 days detention in
SouthAfricanprisons) was a genuine

accountof police methodsused in
that countryfor cracking thosear-
restedunderthe old 90 days deten-

tion law.

As
journalist

Ruth Firstwrotethe
script and actedin the film,therewas
some doubt,as the Ambassadorsug-
sugested, whetherthe film was a
highly-coloured

accountor the result
of factualreporting.
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Mr RobertResha,Africanexile,
interviewed later by Croll,thought
that experiences of

interrogation

and
conditions

in the filmstorywereun-
derstated.

But whateverthe contentof truth,

the documentary provedvigorousand
searching television and an example

of gloves-off interviewingthat the
Four CornersTeam could well fol-

low for a larger audience

at a more
civilisedhour.

ARE you an avid watcherof
Showcase66, on Tuesdaynights

on Seven? If so, you are withthe
strength,

as a recent ratingssurvey

carriedout by Anderson Analysis

shows. Showcase is the most popular

programmeon televisionlocally.


